SIR  MATTHEW  HALE.
Remarks upon two late ingenious discourses... .By Dr. Henry More.1 London, 1676, Svo.
In 1673 and 1675, Matthew Hale,2 then Chief Justice, published two tracts, an "Essay touching Gravitation," and "Difficiles Nugse" on the Torricellian experiment. Here are the answers by the learned and voluminous Henry More. The whole would be useful to any one engaged in research about ante-Newtonian notions of gravitation.
Observations touching the principles of natural motions; and especially touching rarefaction and condensation... .By the author of Difficile* Nuga. London, 1677, Svo.
This is another tract of Chief Justice Hale, published the year after his death. The reader will remember that motion, in old philosophy, meant any change from state to state: what we now describe as motion was local motion. This is a very philosophical book, about -flux and materia prima, virtus activa and essentialis, and other fundamentals. I think Stephen Hales, the author of the "Vegetable Statics," has the writings of the Chief Justice sometimes attributed to him, which is very puny justice indeed.3 Matthew Hale died in 1676, and from his devotion to science it probably arose that his famous Pleas of the Crown* and other law works did not appear until after his death. One of his
1More (1614-1687) was a theologian, a fellow of Christ College, Cambridge, and a Christian Platonist.
3 Matthew Hale (1609-1676) the famous jurist, wrote a number of tracts on scientific, moral, and religious subjects. These were collected and published in 1805.
3 They might have been attributed to many a worse man than Dr. Hales (1677-1761), who was a member of the Royal Society and of the Paris Academy, and whose scheme for the ventilation of prisons reduced the mortality at the Savoy prison from one hundred to only four a year. The book to which reference is made is Vegetable Staticks or an Account of some statical experiments on the sap in Vegetables, 1727.
* Pleas of the Crown; or a Methodical Summary of the Principal Matters relating to the subject, 1678.